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     In last week’s session, I attempted to explain adding “ed” to put a word in the past tense.  After I shared that little morsel, the ESL student wanted to know why “teach” doesn’t become “teached” and “buy” doesn’t become “buyed.”  How do you answer that question without just saying there are exceptions to rules?

     During a couple of sessions, my tutee and I have read segments from a text. She stopped when she came across a word that she didn’t know.  We went to the dictionary, looked up the word, and made sure she understood it.  This has been productive, but if we had to look up every other word in a sentence, maybe not so much.
     Reading aloud has been a great help during the sessions as well.  She has written grammatical errors on the page, not seeing the problem. But as soon as she reads aloud, she hears the problem immediately, and corrects it herself.  
