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I found with my ESL students they have a lot of editorial comments that can appear to be very dominating throughout the paper. I think too much of these comments can be discouraging to students and they might already feel self-conscious about their writing. I think errors that are pertinent to affecting the content and meaning of the paper, should then be addressed in the paper.
Professors comments can be overly confused, or helpful, or maybe even too vague for students. Their comments are important because these words are the connecting bridge between the teacher and the student. Faulty or loose comments may discourage students and not make them want to make the necessary corrections.

I argue with the text ‘help writers to incorporate teachers’ purposes into their own habitual writing processes’. Students should not just change a couple words or grammar, but should rethink their concepts and ideas as well. Reviewing a teacher’s comments and by a student understanding them, then the student can successfully make his/her revisions.

It is always good to help writers maintain authority over the text. Articulating and exploring the reasoning behind a students choice is a great strategy. Students may just make a hasty choice of an argument over a text and just keep building from the text, but when they stop and explore their choices they can gain some clarity and be able to dissect their argument from a more objective point.

Sorting through the conceptual comments vs. the editorial concerns can help organize out the comments for students. Students may feel they have too much to change and hence are less likely to revise. By breaking down the comments can make revising task appear more ‘do-able’. The concept of ‘sorting’ is all about mentally and physically enticing the students by minimizing the problems. Once the student thinks they can achieve their literary goals, then nothing can stop their drive.
I liked the suggestion of identifying whatever writers have done well and helping them to revise weaker parts of their paper to resemble stronger ones. This is a great suggestion that I had used with one of my walk-in students. It breaks up the tone of tutors/teachers telling then what should or should not be included in their papers. It can make them feel like there is still hope and that they have done something right in their paper.

I think the key is building up and guiding the students so that they can not just think they are better writers but are confident in their own skills. 

