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Chapter 4

Understanding the language of assignments is a key component. Students may be confused with the question at hand, and then tend to focus on key familiar words that they think they can handle in their paper. This leaves a separation between the students and their given assignments. Circling key concepts is a great idea because this can help focus their thoughts and build relationships for them. I do this with my students a lot, but I tend to break down the assignment question so they can analyze the ‘broken down parts’ and then think of it as a whole.

Rephrasing assignments to analyze their purposes got me thinking about the whole writing process for students. These problem solving questions gets implanted into these students minds and then they are able to perceive their tasks as do-able. Once they are comfortable working with the assignment as a whole then they can internalize the assignment again and build more questions and more ideas. It is like an ongoing cycle of critical ‘shuttling’. It is an ever evolving circle that shifts from ideas, reviewing the topic, generating more ideas, writing, editing, re- reading and etc. This in turn “promotes in depth conceptual analysis and underlying fluency”. Such an interesting pattern that stems from a single idea and our perceptions of assignments.
Chapter 5

Shaping ideas can be a difficult task but it takes time and patience. I have seen writers to take one idea and have a hard time following through with it in a paper, which then can lead to excessive bulk. A lot of students are focused on page length rather than content, so it might make sense to them to fill up the pages with ‘bulk’ so as the paper may appear full of rich material. In fact quality is always superior to quantity. Reflecting back on misshapen ideas, students may seize inspiration from one word in the assignment and then skip over ideas. In doing that they miss entire dimension and that one word may only present a small portion of the paper. One word can change the entire meaning of an entire sentence. This problem can either fall on the teacher for presenting a defective assignment or it can fall on the perception and attentiveness of the student. 
Glossing 

You have to be able to distill the true meaning of whatever is written in certain passages. 

In turn, this helps develop their ability to analyze their writing. Students can condense the material and take the most powerful part of the writing and gather the ideas from it. That is the purpose of all written language to understand your thoughts, ideas and write about them. 

I saw the importance of words as signifiers which can help direct writers. I also saw this as a process of specific words signaling thoughts in students. These thoughts can help them build connections with other words and further along build meanings. I think that words do signify meaning but those meanings are what we give them. Words are just empty vessels until we step in a give them a meaning and a context to call ‘home’. Basically words are just ‘signs’ and until they are given a direction.
Chapter 6

Students have found themselves not taking a stand in their papers. It is always crucial to make sure that there is something substantial to argue in a paper. This reflects back on if the thesis is workable with the given facts and evidence from the paper. I think a lot of the time students may feel overwhelmed by the task and just want to write their reactions hoping that they end up with an argument. My professor told me once that sometimes it is helpful to list your facts and develop your ideas before you pick a side to argue. 

A lot of the ideas in these three chapters seem to hold quite a bit of importance but the flaw that I picked up was that they are rather time consuming. We only have 50 minutes in a session. I do not know how all of these different exercises can fit into that time, but still focus on the content and material. 
